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Sisters and brothers,

It is a remarkable time to be a part of the spiritual community that is Covington Community
Church of the Brethren.

From February 8 to August 30, | served alongside you as Interim Pastor. The job description
described my work like this:

The Interim Pastor will work with Covington Community Church of the Brethren and will provide
spiritual and organizational leadership to the church during this transitional period. The goal of this time
is to work alongside the members of the church in this transitional period to lay the groundwork
and prepare the way for church revitalization.

In addition to general pastoral tasks (preaching, teaching, worship leadership), | was also
responsible for uniquely interim tasks such as:
1 Working with the church to: review their past history, take an honest look at their current identity,
and to lay the groundwork for a vital future
9 Discerning, exploring, and clarifying the unique mission and new opportunities of Covington
Community Church of the Brethren. This includes working with transitional issues that the church
experiences as they change

On August 30, we met as a congregation after worship. You called me i and | accepted the call
T to be your Pastor. And we did so with a clear, shared agenda: reinvention. We agreed that we would
not depart from Christ, would not depart from the Church of the Brethren, and had no plans to sell our
property. But other than those three, both the Executive Committee and the Church Board and the
congregation agreed that this was our shared agenda: r ei nventi on. ltds a bold mo
dissenting votes were cast at any time.

Many churches, and in fact many people, would rather choose death than choose change. And
God has given us choices. But | think the Good News calls us to make good choices, to continually
choose the life that Christ offers.

What wil |l remain the same: Mary and | wi || contin
and | will continue to work with the church on a part-time basis. Work on general pastoral tasks
(preaching, teaching, worship leadership), will continue as they have. And while | am no longer the

Al nterimo Pastor, we wild/@l need to continue to work tog
and present and future, and developing the emerging identity of Covington Community Church of the
Brethren. (Transitional i ssues dondt disappear just b

The main difference between my role as fAPaAst or 0 anoc¢
Interim Pastor we worked together to lay the groundwork for reinvention. As Pastor we work together to
make the reinvention happen.

When | was interviewed by the congregation (to be the Interim Pastor) someone asked me a
guestion: AfiwWhevedabgou bbe Holy Spirit in the |ife of
t his: fi | believe that the Holy Spirit is wusually sever
as than we are to receive the blessing. So part of the job of the church is to try and catch up to what the
Spirit of God is already doing. 0 I had no idea at t
prophetic.

We do sense that God is with us. Great thingsaree mer gi ng. And | d6m excited t
you as we discover what God has around the next corner.

Blessings,
Jeremy Ashworth, Pastor



Growing in Stewardship: Seeds, Roots, Branches, Fruit
2 Corinthians 9:7
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not reluctantly or under compulsian, for God loves a cheerful gived.

All of us know that our church is in a unique, uncertain, and exciting time. In February, the

church board shared the goal of laying the groundwork for revitalizing the life and mission of

Covington Community Church of OEA " OAOE OAT 8 I xh AU '"TA80 OOOD
way to doing that.

As a part of this, we are teaching and talking openly about money, God, church finances, and

Christian financial stewardship. As an organization, our church is in a tenuoudinancial position.
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are). But we know that in order to build both organizational and spiritual vitality, we need to

grow in the area of Christian financial stex AOAOEED 8 7A8 0A AACEiwkekl ¢ Ol

Al DPEAOEO x Arowddin Skevard$hif: Be@ds, Roots, Branches, Fruit.

In October we sent a letter to those close to the church that included a schedule of events and a
Q&A sheet. If you did not receive a letter and wish to, just call the church office: 253319090.
At the time this newsletter was prepared, all of the relevant dates were ahead of usWe are aware
of the fact that by the time this newsletter is received, at least one of the radvant dates will be
AAEET A 0Os8 31 EAOA8O xEAO xA EAOGA O 1I1TTE A& OxAO
Sunday November 1: Roots!
Deuteronomy 26:14, Leviticus 1:45, Colossians 2:7
Art Martin will share in worship
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church!
Sunday November 8: Branches!
John 15
Bill Grant will share in worship

To participate: Bring in canned goods for th&torehouse (an excellent local hunger ministry)
and/or hygiene items like soap and shampoo for@vld Relief (serving Kent area refugees)

Sunday November 15: Fruit!
POTLUCK, PIE, AND PLEDGE SUNDAY!

Genesis 1, Revelation 2231

To patrticipate: Bring in pledge cards to be handed in during worship!
7A811 A1 01T EAOA A pi Oi OAE xEOE DPEA AEO
Bring a dish to share and your own table service if possible!
The needs are great, and the challenges are very real. But as we look at the community around us,
as we look back on the great spiritual momentum of the past months, and as God gives us eyes to

see the potential for the future, we begin to suspect that we are not at this time and place by
accident or chance.
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Stewardship Education Team

Bill Grant, Art Martin, Vanessa Reaves, Jerem&shworth
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FinancialNews

Remember inPrayer

Treasurer: Betty Deters

Oct 31, 2009 YTD 2009
Income $4140 $43080
Expense 5455 59851
Profit/Loss <1315> <16771>
Designated Account Income:
Heifer Project--- 264
Storehouse Offering------------------------ 504
Parsonage Donation---------------------- 5935
Sunday School Donation------------------ 300
DATE ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS
09/06/09 49 $ 840
09/13/09 42 $ 1487
09/20/09 41 $ 596
09/27/09 36 $ 339
10/04/09 48 $ 2428
10/11/09 43 $ 417
10/18/09 28 $ 1012
10/25/09 45 $ 592

Dates To Remember

November events
x  Sun Nov 1. Bring a mug or soup bowl &
share root vegetable soup after church

WedNov4: St ewar dos Meet i ngn a@dwashes all the dirt off of you. He

Sun Nov 8: Bring canned goods for the
Storehouse or hygiene items like shampoo &
soap for World Relief

x  Sun Nov 15: Bring pledge cards to worship
& potluck after service

x Wed Nov 18: Church Board Meeting 7PM
Thurs Nov 26: Thanksgiving Day
Sun Nov 29: First Sunday of Advent

December Events

x  Fri Dec 4: Hanging of the Greens & Chili
Feed at 6 PM. Come & help decorate the
church for the holidays.

x  Sat Dec 12: Adult Christmas Party, Gift

Exchange Game & Raffle in Fellowship Hall

at 6 PM hosted by Redeckers & Ickes

Sat Dec 12: First Day of Hanukkah

Wed Dec 16: Church Board Meeting 7PM

Thurs Dec 24: Christmas Eve Services 7 PM

Fri Dec 25: Christmas Day

Sat Dec 26: Kwanzaa & Canadian Boxing

Day

Coupon Collection & Seals: Only leave coupons

with a date of Dec 31 and beyond for the month of

November and Jan 31 for the month of December.

Please continue to participate. The service families

in Japan appreciate your hard work.

X X X X X

Health issues:

Virginia LeVack

Pat Anderson (and support for Mary)
AContinued prayers
congregation

and spi

APrayers for safe travel to and from destinations
AContinued prayers for our

leaders

Ladies Lunch Bunch

Ladies Lunch Bunch meets at Betty Deters home: 2811

V Ct SE, Auburn, WA on Sat Nov 7, at noon.

Vanessa

Reaves will talk about her work at World Relief
Organization that provides services to refugees in the
Kent area. There is a sign up sheet and directions to

Bettyds home on the

Get Ready: Beginning the last Sunday of

bull eti

November

Teri Redecker is organizing a (used and new) blanket
and rain poncho drive to donate to the Union Gospel

Mission. More information to follow.

Happy Thanksgiving: Being a Christian is like
being a pumpkin. God lifts you up, takes you )

opens you up, touches you deep inside
and scoops out all the yucky stuff--
including the seeds of doubt, hate,
greed, etc. Then He carves you a new

smiling face and puts His light inside you to shlne for all

the world to see.

The Brethren Bulletin is published 6 times a year.
Deadline for submission for the January issue: Dec 20.

x WedDec2: St ewardos Meet i ngehfppilto:jaminch@comcast.net

Adult Christmas Party

Hosts: Redeckers and Ickes
When: Sat December 12
Dinner: 6 PM (by hosts)
Where: Fellowship Hall .
Raffle s: $1 per ticket

all proceeds to the church
Gift Exchange Game: Bring

a wrapped $10-$15 gift

(optional to participate)

r
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THE ADVENT WREATH - The First Sunday of Advent is November 29, 2009

One beautiful tradition of Advent is lighting o f the Advent wreath. The Advent wreath
was first used by Protestants in Germany. The purpose of the wreath is to deepen
understanding of Christmas. From the First Sunday in Advent to Christmas Eve, the
wreath grows in beauty and light until it is replac  ed by the creche and the Christmas tree which
symbolize Christ and the eternal life he has won for us.

Since Advent sets a mood of waiting in the dark and since Christmas was born on a day when light
begins to gain ascendancy over the darkness, lightingt he Advent wreath is a most appropriate custom.

The form of the wreath evolved from the use of a simple spray of evergreen placed near the
hearth. The evergreen symbolized the everlasting life found in Christ. Since the greens came from out
of doors wher e nature was in its winter sleep, the evergreen testified to the continuation of life.
Bending the branch so that the ends touched formed a circle, further symbolizing life without end, and
the evergreen spray became a wreath.

The candles signified God 6s son as the | ight of the world. T
weeks of Advent and a central candle, known as the Christ candle. The 1 ' week 8 purple stands for Hope,
the 2 " week & purple & for Peace, the 3 ™ week & purple & for Love and the 4 ™ week & purple & for Joy.
The Christ candle is white.

The purpose is to prepare our hearts and minds for the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ.

ROOM IN MY HEART

The foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay
His head (Luke 9:58).

READING: Luke 9:57-62

MEDITATION: Every Christmas some friends of mine, in order to make room for their Christmas tree,

must move a rocking chair out of the living room into a back room where it is unseen and un  used for the
season. Now thereds nothing wrong with the chair.
failed to do its duty or fulfill its chair potenti a

occupy the same space at the same time.

Itds not that the requests of the disciphandvadhaab
words shoul dnét be construed as indictments against
follower of Christ means learning to put Jesus  first and love him most. It means there will be times
when we must let go of goodthings in order to embrace better things.

Most of us have accumulated a lot of activities, loyalties, and issues that take up space in our
hearts. And in order to make ro om for Jesus, some things simply haveto go fin ot because th
things, but because they use up time and energy that should be invested in following Jesus.

PRAYER: Lord of my crowded heart, | grant you permission fto remove anything getting in the way of
your will for me.

Taken from The Heartbeat of Heaven, 2004 Brethren Press
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INTERVIEWS
By Shirley Lindahl

MARY AND PAT ANDERSON

Mary was born in lowa and lived in several mid-western
states before arriving in Seattle. She met Pat on a blind date
and they celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary this year.

They had three children of their own when they became
foster parents. To keep a family together they took all 5 in
one family. Later they added one more. They lived on a
busy street in Seattle and decided they needed a bigger
house so they bought a 15 acre farm across from the
Tahoma National Cemetery. It was a small house but Pat
added a dormitory wing with 6 bedrooms and it served them
very well.  'When they no longer needed such a large house
they moved to Lake Wilderness where they lived for 35 years before moving to their current home in
Lake Wilderness Villa.

Mary sewed matching dresses and shirts for the 8 children so when they went somewhere she could
keep track of them! She is a talented painter and has taught classes. She designed most of the stain
glass windows in the church and they were constructed by her son-in-law.

Pat was born in Seattle and joined the Marines when he was 17. When he got out he and Mary
married and then he was among those reserves recalled during the Korean War. He and Mary were
interested in the Brethren Church and the closest one was Covington so they drove out from Seattle
each Sunday.

Mary's father, Murray Williamson, was a church builder so when the denomination gave the Covington
church a small grant to help build a church he was the one they turned to since he was a bricklayer.
Pat helped him as they cut trees on the property and hauled them to a mill to be sized for lumber. The
church was built with volunteer labor and Pat laid about 1/2 of the blocks.

The church had been originally meeting in a building on Wax Road where the Covington School is
now located. The Andersons were among the members who after a long year of labor were able to
march up the street on Easter Sunday 1953 to occupy their new church. Pat's hobby of wood carving
is in evidence in the doves in the front of the sanctuary.

Together this couple have always been involved with helping people and in 1981 they were
recognized with the Jefferson Award, sponsored by the P-I newspaper in WA for people who go
beyond the normal call of duty. They have worked with the UGN to help people at the end of life.
They have been disaster relief workers following hurricanes, floods and fires traveling to places like
Puerto Rico. They have tithed their time to help others.

Pat and Mary have the longest continuous membership in this church and are among the few true
Brethren members. A remarkable couple who are now dealing with Parkinson6 s b u't st
lives.



KATHIE GEORGE
If you see her slipping out of the sanctuary before the sermon, she is not
leaving church, just going to conduct Sunday School.

She was born in San Francisco where her career military father was
stationed with the army. When he was sent overseas in the Korean
conflict she and her mother moved to AZ to live temporarily with her
grandparents. Most of her growing up years were in Oxnard, CA where
her father taught ROTC in Santa Barbara High School. She has a sister
and a deceased brother.

As a teen-ager she developed an interest in nursing and worked in
geriatrics. Her dream of becoming a missionary nurse didn't work out.
Instead she was married at 19 and worked and took classes at a
community college. She and her husband lived 6 years in ldaho and
then returned to CA. Now she is divorced.

She has a daughter and a son and moved to this area to live with her son
and daughter-in-law after a serious automobile accident in 2003 that left her in a coma and with
multiple injuries.

Helping with Sunday School has been part of her life since she was 16 and she has always enjoyed
working with children both in home day care and as a pre-school director. Often she has written her
own Sunday School curriculum as she feels strongly about reaching the children in church. We are
lucky to have someone with Kathie's dedication come into our midst.

BETTY DETERS

Who in our midst kept house living on a boat for nearly 25 years? Our
organist Betty Deters did just that when she and her husband lived on the
water at Des Moines Marina before they reluctantly came ashore to live in
Auburn.

Betty grew up in the Burien area and attended schools in the Highline
District. She began her music lessons at age 10. She played piano,
organ and sang all during high school. She played for two different
Presbyterian churches. Luckily she still enjoys all these aspects of music
and shares her talent in our church as well as being church treasurer.

She married and had four children. After she and her husband retired
from Boeing in 1990 they bought a motor home and became snowbirds
and traveled south to spend the winter. While at Boeing she was in the
computer organization as librarian, finance support and business

management.

She came to Covington Community Church of the Brethren when her parents Don and Helen Inch
were active here. Yes, she is Richard Inch's sister and these two hard workers went as relief
volunteers to help with the clean up after Hurricane Katrina.

Her hobbies are active ones like golf, hiking and biking and she also enjoys working in her yard but
she always finds time to enjoy her great-grandchildren.

This church has become an important part of her life and she is looking forward to its new direction.






