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2009: Year in Review

Looking back, 2009 has been a remarkable and unprecedented year for our community of faith.
Al t hough 1611 probably miss more than a few things, h
In January, this congregation began the year without a Pastor for the first time in almost a quarter

century. The church had dwindled, both in spirit and in numbers, and some wondered aloud whether or
not the doors should be closed. Still, a number of people forged ahead, investing over $13,000 and 700
man (and woman!) hours in much-needed parsonage repair.

In February, you called me as your Interim Pastor. | was the first Interim Pastor in the history of
the church, | am told. We said the goal of my work at that time was: to work alongside the members of the
church in this transitional period to lay the groundwork and prepare the way for church revitalization.
When | was interviewing with your congregation, and in subsequent meetings and newsletter articles, |
said: fl have tremendous hope for this congregation. | believe, wi tah Co@rgtdn s hel
Community Church of the Brethren can do amazing things. | am confident that you are positioned to grow
and thrive both spiritually and institutionally. And | also | believe that it will require an almost total
reinvention of your church to do s QAls@ in February, the Church Board wrote a letter to the
congregation, expressing both our hopes for the future and our very real concerns for the present. We
said: We are in a tremendous time of grief and loss, but we also feel are onthe edgeofs o met hi ng gr ea
We are losing the older generations, and need something for younger folks, but we have a new sense of
hope and ent husi as mé

In April, we sent a letter inviting folks to Easter worship. | made an (admittedly ugly) hand
painted sign and stuck it in the front yard, inviting passers-by to Easter worship and breakfast. Over 90
people showed up. We were shocked.

In May, we adopted new approaches to memorial gifts and weddings, with informational
brochures for each. Mary and | also moved into the parsonage, with help from many of you. We continue
to be thrilled to call this place home.

In June, we had a potluck at the parsonage. Our worship attendance grew to the point where |
was told | was printing too few bulletins. We began a study of Christian hosp
the Welcome of Your Churcho by O8 adelvSnddylSehpopgrew todhe Fr e d
point where | had to sit on the floor some Sundays. We beganhost i ng a new church cal |
House, 0 | ed by Pas t-wwcatiof@lemnisterV Ggnelmad a special mimistry with those
struggling with addictions and with those involved with the criminal justice system, and we were thrilled to
hosthim. ( Gene has since put his plans on pause, so Potte
but we have a great relationship with him and are happy to host him again anytime.) When we realized
how unpl easant (and unsafse)weo ®r, akei lwkemdan &so oMoa sks.r owem
areas of other churches to get ideas, and we would later completely revamp one room.

In July and continuing through August we began church-wi de fACott agWenwkeieti ngs
e ac h ohomesraddsdiscussed the Pastoral search process, the demographic changes in the area
around the church building, and hopes for the future of the church. Roughly 40 people participated in
these meetings, and 10 of those who participated were not involved in the life of this congregation in
January 2009. We also compiled the feedback from these meetings into a 14-page report. ( | f youdéd | i
copy of this report, just ask!) A few of the highest priorities we identified were: inspiring worship services,
guality music in worship, and ministry with those 18 years of age and under. We agreed most strongly with
the following stateméretxc:i teld talbiomk obhre dhomnuckr, 0 [ We
using our building & facilities for ministry, even if that means doing occasional repairs for normal wear and
tear, 0 and fiwe should be taking calculated risks on i


http://www.covingtoncommunitychurch.org/
mailto:Jeremy@CovingtonCommunitychurch.org

August was an unseasonably hot month. | sent a last-minute, inspiration-driven email to a few
folks at church asking them to join me in a crazy project; we would give away free water, along
with a card from the church, to the thirsty drivers backed up on the road in front of the building. With less
than one dayés notice, more than 12 people of al
the sweltering heat. We ran out of H20O in less than 45 minutes. On August 30, we met as a congregation
after worship. | had been serving as Interim Pastor, and we had made it clear at the start of our time that |
was a candidate for the position of Pastor. You called me i and | accepted the call i to be your Pastor.
And we did so with a clear, shared agenda: reinvention. We agreed that we would not depart from Christ,
would not depart from the Church of the Brethren, and had no plans to sell our property. But other than
those three, both the Executive Committee and the Church Board and the congregation agreed that this
was our shared agenda: reinvention. No dissenting votes were cast at any time.

In October, we shared in a church-wide letter that while we are more hopeful than ever, the long-
term trend of decline had placed our church in a tenuous financial position, and that in order for our
emerging mission to be sustainable, and in order for the renewal to continue, it needs more stable financial

support. For the first time in this churchoés historu
Christian financial stewardship: God, money, church, and the spiritual life. We held multiple meetings,
sharing freely and i n dedmafinhnciah ftroggles. @thre tchhame h &

Root s, branches, Fr ui tcollécting foat and bygiene itemsfer the Starehoude ynd
World Vision.

In November, we began a partnership with Fortune Pilgrim Ministries, led by a Zambian Christian
recording artist (and now good friend) named Fortune. In this partnership, either Fortune or one of his
band members will be present every Sunday to help us worship with music on a rotating basis. Volunteer
musicians from our congregation will also receive coaching and direction, as we seek to build our own
music ministry. The energy, participation, and diversity in worship have increased tremendously since
then. We have seen organs and electric guitars, old music and new music, hip-hop one week and Jonny
Cash the next. November 15 was our Potluck, Pie, and Pledge Sunday: we enjoyed lots of fruit pie and
turned in our pledge cards for 2010. The results were fantastic i you can find a complete report elsewhere
in this newsletter.

In December we began offering activities for children during the adult Sunday School time (10-
10:45 AM) so that parents with children could feel freer to attend. We had an adult Christmas party, ate
chili, and decorated the church for Christmas. Inspired by the water giveaway in August, we went to the
Covington tree-lighting ceremony and passed out over 100 candy canes along with a note from the
church. Over 10 people of all ages showed up to help, and we ran out of candy canes and cards in a
matter of minutes. We shared in a beautiful, simple Christmas Eve worship service, and collected an
offering of over $400 for emergency assistance for refugees in our community.

Midway through the year, one Board member shared: We are on a roll
overwhelming! We opened the doors of our church building to a senior stained glass class, the Kent
Education Association, and WASL testing for kids. We have cleaned out more spaces in the church than
we can remember, repainted the parsonage, put our names on nametags, held a very special baptism,
tried diligently to repair the church bell, worked in multiple church work days, held a family day that
included sewing and board games, welcomed strangers, made two upgrades to the church website, and
made friends. Our average worship attendance in Febr uadd
406s, and in November and December it was in the

| would say again that we have not yet arrived: We have a bare-bones budget for 2010. Our
bylaws are outdated and our organizational structure badly needs revamped. We have not even begun to
tap into the community potential God has blessed us with. But in February we had no idea of what was in
store: While we did some planning, we admit plainly that we could not have planned all of this. God has
always been more ready to bless us than we are ready to receive the blessing. And our growth in faith
cannot be calculated by conventional metrics.

But, looking back, we can say: This is part of what reinvention looks like. Thanks be to God.
Blessings,

Pastor Jeremy Ashworth
PSTSo, whatés up for 20107
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NnSeeds, Root s, Branches, Fruit: o Report
Financial Stewardship

This fall, we shared extensively about the tenuous financial situation in which our church has
been. We provided detailed information going back several years, answered questions, sought
feedback and held church wide meetings. We preached sermons and taught Sunday School classes
on the topic of Christian financial stewardship. And, if you plan to give financially to the church in
2010, we asked that you fill out pledge cards so that we could budget responsibly. This is to share
the results of that time, and those results are outstanding.

We had a total of 30 pledges. The total amount pledged was $72,100. This is remarkable for
several reasons:

1. The pledged amount of $72,100 represents a tremendous leap forward compared to
previous years. The total income from giving in 2008 was about $52,000. We have been
projecting that total income from giving in 2009 will not be much more than that. Thus, $72,100 is
a big increase.

2. The level of commitment from relative newcomers to the church is very high. Of those 30
pledges, 10 are from people who were not active in the life of this church in January 2009. Of the
$72,100 pledged, about $27,000 was pledged from people who were not active in the life of this
church in January 2009.

3. If we give at the level we have pledged, we will break the years-long habit of using our
savings to meet expenses. In several settings, we sharedthatafibar e bonesd budget
pay for a part-time Pastor, a part-time custodian, taxes, utilities, insurance and little else) would
equal about $70,000. We have not given at this level for years. The fact that we have cleared
$70,000 in pledges feels miraculous.

We have a special handout that answers more questions in detail, which we tried to mail out to
everyone. If you did not get a copy of this sheet, we have them available at the church, just ask!
Wedd also |ike to i nuchwide) meaing afteoworahip GroJamuary 17", Z0£0h
where weodll vote as a church on the 2010 budget.

But we wanted to take this time and space to say thank you and praise God!

Thank you for your willingness to reexamine your spiritual values about finances, and to talk about
money in church. Thank you for your participation in all aspects of this time; the meetings, the
collection of food and hygiene items, the potluck, the pies, and the pledges!

We praise God together for the growth in our church, and the increased energy and diverse
musical talent in worship. We praise God for answering our prayers and honoring efforts in building
sustainability for our AndWweypraisehGodfor therabilitygto givg cheaifulys i o n .

We welcome your questions, feedback, and partnership.

God bless, The Stewards Committee
Richard Inch, Richard Arnhold, Jeremy Ashworth, Don Colyar, Betty Deters, Don Sims, Pete Wilkins.

Baby Ashworth arrives!

Gavin Paul Ashworth was born on December 18, 2009. He weighed

in at 7 pounds even and measured 19" long. Labor began on
Wednesday night (after the church Board meeting!) and ended on

Friday morning. Jer emy ds par en-Tax onfWednesdaynt o S
night as previously planned. Mary and Gavin are healthy and doing

well, though in need of rest and recovery. Proud papa Jeremy says

fiGavin is achingly beautiful, and we are thankful to God beyond all

telling.o




Thanks to everyone for their participation in the Adult Christmas Party on 12/12! We had a great time, and
especially want to thank Kirk & Teri Redecker and Steve & Donna Ickes! $260 was raised for the church at the

party!

Your Christmas Eve Offering: Made a difference this holiday season! Vanessa Reaves and Jan Greene

are a part of our church, and they work at World Relief in Kent resettling refugees. World Relief defines

refugees as some of the most vulnerable among us. Our church has helped refugees in the past by giving

away used furniture and hygiene items, but Pastor Jeremy was told that there is an increase in refugees who

cannot pay basics - like utility bills and food. | n f act , wedve heard of refugee
because they cannot afford a $1.50 bus pass! We collected $409 for the local refugee emergency

assistance at the Christmas Eve service. 100% of your donation went directly to refugees. For more

information on ministry to refugees in our area, talk with Pastor Jeremy, Vanessa Reaves, or Jan Greene.

Would vou |l ike to be omhhe hfeprigyeary eadhaihmd ni?s0 a communi cat
and receive especially important prayer requests within our church. You do not need to be a formal member of

our church to be on the prayer chain. There are two ways to participate: the first is a traditional telephone

prayer chain. If you were on the telephone prayer chain, someone would call you on the phone to share the

prayer request, and you would have the responsibility to call one or more other people to pass the message

along. The second is a new email prayer chain. In this case, someone would simply email you the prayer

request and you would not have the responsibility to pass any information along. Her e6s how to be i
Either fill out a bulletin insert on Sunday morning, call the church (253-631-9090), or email Jeremy:
(Jeremy@CovingtonCommunitychurch.org). Please make sure to designate whether you want to be on the

telephone prayer chain, the email prayer chain, or both. We 6 1 | t raynew poayehchaineup and running in

a few weeks. Any questions, just let us know!

We are seeking people to cover two ongoing ministries: The first ministry is the church newsletter. We

currently send out a bi-monthly newsletter by post (snail mail) and by e-mail to people close to the church and to

friends from afar. Internet access and computer literacy is necessary. We are open to adapting the format of

the newsletter and are open to new ideas. If you have questions about or interest in this ongoing ministry,

please contact Judy Inch (jaminch@comcast.net, 253-333-1688). The second ministry is the coupon collection

for the military families. It involves counting the coupons, tabulating the dollars, turning the coupons into the

Telephone Pioneers, who sends them to an Air force Base in Japan. The Kent Telephone Pioneers Club has the

honor of being the best for collecting and sending the n
WA. due in part to our great participation. If you have questions or interest in doing this ongoing ministry please

contact Mary Anderson 425-432-1363

2010 Snow _Camp, for the Oregon/Washington District of the Church of the Brethren. When: Friday, January

29 to Sunday January 31. Where: All ages are welcome to Camp Koinonia, our retreat in the Cascade foothills

outside sunny Cle Elum, Washington. What: Relax around the fireplace. Play in the snow. Hike the new trails
around the camp. Head t o téblelslaffleBoand ankl eemeamber yWuar &avogtentimeson pl ay
Northern Exposure. Bring yourcross-country skis, snow shoes, board games
your camera. Quiet time, social time, indoors or out. To register, contact the office of the Olympic View
Community Church of the Brethren. Please include your full contact information so we can send you
confirmation. E-mail: ovsecretary@gmail.com, Tel. 206.525.8900. Costs are customizable based on age (kids

are cheaper!) and on how long you stay, but in general costs range from $38 (kids ages 3-8) to $46 (kids ages

9-12) to $70 for adults and kids over 13. Registrations are due January 20. After that, please add $10 to your

fee. Registration fees are due upon arrival at the retreat.

Help send our old photocopier_into retirement! With all of the growth and momentum in our church, we
have been sending out more written (photocopied) communication than ever. The church photocopier is over
20 years old and the new demands are beyond what it can do. Leaders from our church negotiated a great deal
for a newer (still used) machine, but it came at an unanticipated cost of $900. If you are interested in helping to
offset this cost and send our old photocopier into a much-needed retirement, make your check out to the church
and write the word fic dipeibelance ledtrio collea is Bl0n oThahkis to all who have
contributed already!

We are still collecting blankets, hats, and coats for the homeless. Just drop off your donations at the box
inside the front door of the church. For more info see Teri Redecker.

Church Directory Updated: | f you havendét picked up your new director
church. I f youdd cbntaktdudylncte (jammrch@centtaspnete283s383-1688).
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FinancialNews

Dates ToRemember

Treasurer: Betty Deters

Dec 31, 2009 YTD 2009 January events
Income $9863 $68773 x SunJan 3: Communion
Expense 7252 75541 x WedJan6: St ewar ddés Meet
Profit/Loss 2611 < 6768> x Sat Jan 16: Work Party-Craft-Board Day
Designated Account Income: x 10-2, bring your lunch
Heifer Project ----705 x SunJan 16: All congregation-wide
Storehouse Offering-------------------- 1148 meeting after worship. We 6 1 | app
Parsonage Donation------------------- 5935 budget for 2010 and talk about other
Sunday School Donation--------------- 300 church business. All are welcome.
DATE ATTENDANCE OFFERING Wed Jan 20: Church Board Meeting 7PM
11/01/09 56 $ 1877 Jan 29-31: Snow Retreat Camp Koinonia
11/08/09 64 $ 1679 (see details page 4)
11/15/09 51 $ 1244 February Events
11/22/09 45 $ 593 x WedFeb3: St ewardds Meet
11/29/09 48 $ 846 x Sun Feb 7: Communion
12/06/09 55 $ 1880 x Feb 13-16: Me 13 fetreat Camp Myrtle-
12/13/09 54 $ 692 wood. See Pete for detail & transportation
12/20/09 66 $ 1533 x Wed Feb 17: Church Board Meeting
12/27/09 46 $ 1618 7PM

x  Sat Feb 20: Work Party-Craft-Board Day

10-2, bring your lunch

Remember inPrayer

Reminder
Harry Hasegawa -

Pat & Mary Anderson
Detta Mae Greer
Phoebe Thrush
Blanche Murrey Family
Virginia LeVack

Please look at the sign up sheets on the
bulletin board and help where you can:
~Birthday Sunday Cakes

~Special Music

~Special Events

~After Church Snacks

X X X X X X

Work Party-Craft and Board Games When: Third Saturday of each month Where: Church
Building Time: 10:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. Bring your lunch, we'll provide the drinks. Choose from the
66to do |l istd of
quilt? Do you want to learn how? Or perhaps another craft is your bag. Come and join us. Bring your
sewing machine, bead-bag, yarn, knitting needle, crochet project or whatever you need and be ready
to share your knowledge. Or maybe board games are your interest. If you're new, come and learn
from the folks in the church with a talent - all ages welcome.

Triple-C Youth Our church is growing, and the youth ministry is growing along with us. When and
Where: We meet the second Friday night of each month at 7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. We'll have snacks
and drinks, so bring your board games to hang out with good friends for good times - meet at the
church fellowship area and bring a friend!

Denominational Leader Meet 'n' Greet at Olympic View Community Church of the Brethren,
Seattle When: Sat Jan 16, 2010 Time: noon to 3:00PM. Annual Conference Moderator, Shawn
Flory-Replogle; General Secretary, Stan Noffsinger; and Jonathan Shively are in town and would like
to sit down and visit with any who are available. Please RSVP to Olympic View (206.525.8900) or
kenrieman@gmail.com if you plan to come and indicate whether you can join us at noon for lunch.
OV suggests a $5 donation.

work projects to spruce Campyout he

c |



INTERVIEWS
By Shirley Lindahl

HARRY AND ANNA HASEGAWA

They sit regularly on the far left side of the sanctuary. Now
you will know more about Harry and Anna. Harry just turned
90 making him our most senior member.

He was born and raised in Los Angeles and attended
Pasadena Jr. College and UC at Berkley before being drafted
in 1941. His science background led the Army to make him a
medic where he was in the operating room as a scrub nurse
observing all the procedures from an inspiring doctor who
found him an apt student and shared information with him.
While he could have been useful there, instead the Army sent him to Georgia Tech to study civil engineering.

He was a member of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team. the well-known all Japanese unit. He wanted to
join them in Italy and he finally was assigned there for two years.

When the war was over he relocated to Chicago and went to college on the G.I. bill to become a teacher. He
chose to teach in the difficult area of inner Chicago where there were many behind grade level. He taught in an
experimental school and did not give grades. Using his science background he adapted it to help the children
learn to read. It was gratifying to him to meet some of these students years later who had successful careers
and thanked him for the start he gave them. His techniques were recognized and he taught teachers for a time.
For nearly 25 years he taught in the Chicago Public Schools.

For the past two years he and Anna have made a pilgrimage to Tule Lake, CA, the relocation center where his
family was sent during WWII. Since he was already in the military it did not involve him but his 3 younger
brothers and his parents were interned there. His mother had indicated a desire to return to Japan but by the
time she had changed her mind there was no procedure to allow a change, so the whole family was sent to
Japan. Since the three brothers were American born US citizens they found their way back. One joined the Air
Force and the other two worked for Pan Am and requested transfers to the US. In time they were able to
sponsor their parents after the war to return so they were reunited. Feelings were bitter, but the return to the
internment camp so many years later was a healing place, so at the insistence of their counseling daughter they
made the trip and eventually convinced two of the brothers and their families to join them.

Anna was also relocated from her home in Southern CA. Her father was a Japanese language teacher. Her
journey began with the assembling area at Santa Anita Racetrack enroute to Jerome, Arkansas where she
attended high school and was editor of the yearbook. Her final center was in Amache, CO.

Her college years were at Maryville College in TN where she majored in Psychology and was Valedictorian of
her class. She went on to take advanced work concentrating of Early Childhood Education. She worked with
cooperative nursery schools, pre--schools and kindergartens. Often she organized the schools and taught
teachers with in-service workshops and was a resource teacher.

Music has always been a big part of her life and the violin is her specialty. She has taught and played in string
ensembles and in singing groups and also conducted workshops using the autoharp.

Anna and Harry met in 1948 at the First Baptist Church in Chicago and were married in the summer of 1949.
They have one son and 4 daughters. There are 8 grand-children and 4 great-grands.

In 1956 they moved to York Center Cooperative Community outside Chicago. It was run by the Church of the
Brethren and Bethany Seminary was also located there in Lombard at that time. They lived there and raised
their family there for 42 years.

They moved to WA in 1998 where they have a cottage at Wesley Homes in Des Moines. Anna edits the
newspaper and works with the in-house television station. Harry has a large collection of classical music C.D.s
he enjoys. They already knew about this church as their minister had sent a letter to Mike Titus introducing
them, so they didn't need to find a church home, they only had to find Covington.
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PHOEBE THRUSH

She was born in Indiana 88 years ago and grew up there in
LaFontaine. They were a family of 5 girls and 2 boys and all were
musical. When a program was needed for some event they would
always have enough singers available. She has been singing since she
was 5 years old.

She attended Manchester, a Church of the Brethren College, in Indiana
for 3 years. Married in 1942 to a Naval officer, she moved around a
lot. Her husband retired after 25 years and was offered a job in this
area so they settled in Auburn, where she continues to live. She had
three children.

From a high school quartet she went on to an a cappella choir and
women's quartet in college. We still get to enjoy her singing in our
church services when she does a solo.

Sweet Adeline's came into her life in Alexandria,VA and she is one of only 14 who have maintained
membership for over 51 years in a number of different cities. In addition to adding her voice to their
choral work, she helped sew many of the costumes.

Avid travelers in their r.v. she and her husband formed the Hitch 'N Go recreational vehicle club in
1975 and she still enjoys their meetings but being alone she no longer travels with them.

VANESSA REAVES

Helping refugees was an interest that has now become job she is
enthusiastic about.

She was born in Santa Cruz, CA but moved to Texas when she was 9
and grew up in Ft. Worth. She attended college in Tulsa, OK

before moving back to TX. Her major was International Community
Development but she discovered that did not necessarily lead to a job.
She traveled to Russia and Turkey several times on mission trips and a
cultural immersion program where she lived with a family. She
became interested in the Turks who lived in Russia but kept being
relocated by the Russian government and truly felt displaced.

A roommate was moving to CA and suggested she come along since
she wasn't permanently situated anywhere at the time. She now knew,
however, that the world's refugee problem was leading her in that direction for employment. When
she learned of a program helping settle newly arrived refugees in the Seattle area it sounded like a
good opportunity so she headed north. The organization World Relief in Kent was her destination but
there were no job openings for several years. She worked at other jobs but volunteered there until
she was offered a job. They try to help the newly arrived refugees become self-sufficient and gain
employment. Since they serve people from all over the world she finds the job energizing as she
learns first hand the customs and culture of a variety of nations.

Since she lived and worked in this area she sought out a church she could become involved with
and found this church suited her. In her spare time she enjoys reading and is experimenting with
writing her own songs for the guitar. Her red-headed brother Brandon often attends church with her.
She also has on older half-sister and a younger sister.






